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by Laura Bacci Merhaut

Cuyahoga Heights Public Schools anchor not only our village,

but also those of Brooklyn Heights and Valley View

The strength of Cuyahoga Heights Village’s commitment to future generations in support of our
schools and the foundation they provide underpins, builds and helps us to retain a strong and vital community.
From Pre-K to Grade 12, Cuyahoga Heights Schools prepares our youngsters for bright futures. Whether via
the traditional route with a focus on college preparatory classes or a mix of coursework combined with the
varied classes at the Cuyahoga Valley Career Center, we are proud to be a partner to our local schools.

Our school ranks high among area schools and has received innumerable accolades, awards and
recognition for its ability to provide an excellent, well-rounded education for our students. Built in 1938, we
marked its 50th anniversary in 1988. Some of the history and program documents, which compare and

contrast the beginning and later times, are included on the scrapbook pages in this section.
An Overview by Superintendent Tom Evans

The Cuyahoga Heights School District first opened its doors in 1938, with its original task to supply
the greater Cleveland area with skilled workers in the post-depression era. The ground floor of the school
was composed of the machine shop, wood shop, electrical shop, as well as a foundry. The district later added
a greenhouse and multiple business classes to meet the needs of the growing Greater Cleveland area and its
commerce. As noted earlier, Cuyahoga Heights School District serves the communities of Cuyahoga Heights,
Brooklyn Heights and Valley View and most recently has developed a tuition program to provide high quality
education to students outside of the community borders.

In 1955, the elementary building opened as the district expanded. Today, the two buildings have
undergone multiple renovations and expansions to serve the 800 plus students of the district. In 1972, the
Cuyahoga Valley Career Center opened to offer career technical training to eight area school districts, including
Cuyahoga Heights Schools.

Cuyahoga Heights has a long-standing history of success academically, athletically and in the arts.
Our high school annually sends 90% of its graduates on to postsecondary education. In the 1990s, Advanced
Placement (AP) courses were added to the curriculum at Cuyahoga Heights with 12 classes currently being
offered. The AP Honor Roll has been in existence for eight years and our district has been recognized as an
Honor Roll District twice in the last five years.

Cuyahoga Heights Schools have been recognized by U.S. News and World Report for its academic
excellence. The high school has also been recognized as a National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence by the

Department of Education, as well as a Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School of Excellence Incorporated, which
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was awarded to each of the district’s schools. Cuyahoga Heights annually rates in the top 10% of all school
districts in the state of Ohio, regardless of the metric used.

Our schools also boast a strong arts program, with students annually participating and being
recognized by participating in the Scholastic Art Competition, Governor’s Show, as well as the Day of Arts
at the Beck Center in Lakewood which highlights the arts in many different forms.

The Cuyahoga Heights Schools Music Department has been recognized by the National Association
of Music Merchants for 13 straight years. No other district in Cuyahoga County has received such accolades,
with students being recognized in solo and ensemble competition as well.

Athletics have long been a strong suit of this small district with a State Wrestling Coaches Association
Dual Meet Team Championship in 2010, State Runner-ups in track in 1954 and 1967, two state runner-up
finishes in football in 2016 and 2017. There were also three final four appearances in baseball, with runner-up
finishes in 1976 and 2012. The softball team made two final four appearances along with bringing home the
district’s only OHSAA State Title in 2014. Cuyahoga Heights Schools boast many “all state” performers in
almost every one of our 21 varsity sports.

The district is proud of its outstanding alumni contributions to the world of sports as well in
Flip Saunders, Class of 1973 who went on to coach the Pistons, Wizards and Timberwolves in the NBA.
Jack Squirek, Class of 1977 had an interception for the Los Angeles Raiders in the 1983 Super Bowl victory
for the Raiders and Kelli Stack, Class of 2006, is a two-time Olympic Silver Medalist representing the United
States in 2010 and 2014.

School Musings by Norbert Chase

My older sister and brother went to Immaculate Heart School on Lansing Avenue. [ went to Harvard
Public School on Harvard Avenue, along with other kids from Cuyahoga Heights.

I graduated from Harvard Public School and went to junior high at Albert Bushnell Hart School on
Broadway, and then to South High School for my final high school years on Worley Avenue in Cleveland,
Ohio, just east of East 71st Street.

Cuyahoga Heights High School was built and opened in 1938 with the first graduating class in 1939.
The school was built on a plot that was a huge old farm on a high hill. When the farmer died, an Italian

family named Corradi moved in, but they left, went back to Italy and later the school was built.
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The Cuyahoga Heights Alumni Association celebrated the 75th anniversary of Cuyahoga Heights
Schools by hosting an evening of reminiscing, reconnecting and entertainment from our many talented
classmates. The event was attended by over 200 graduates from the classes of 1940s to the 1990s.

A group picture was taken in the boy’s gymnasium and everyone then retired to the auditorium
to enjoy the musical renditions from our classmate entertainer from the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. The
performance included popular tunes and original compositions of the performers. The final musical
composition was called “Memories of Cuyahoga Heights School and the First Teacher” and it mentioned
names such as Miss West, Mr. Baumgardner and Oh yes, Mr. Jacobs.

Tours of the school were given by current Cuyahoga Heights High School students and many
classmates enjoyed talking to the 1st cheerleader, Erma Braun Bly from the Class of 1939. Principal Evans
presented her with a certificate of accomplishment along with a lifetime pass to any sporting event hosted
at the schools.

We had 12 classmates who came from as far as California and Texas to enjoy the festivities.
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Interesting to note that a sermon, entitled Knowledge Plus, was the only speech given and the
choice of music presented a strong religious bent...”Holy, Holy, Holy”, “Onward Christian Soldiers”

and “I See God.” Times have obviously changed since the 1950s!
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(Top) Glenn Snoddy and Jack Bacci (Left to Right) in front of Snoddy house at 7128 Marcelline Court.
(Bottom) Glenn and Jack with long-time crossing guard Jodi Hanousek.
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