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by Laura Nicklas Hine

The earliest survey of the Cuyahoga River Indian mounds and forts was conducted by Colonel Charles
Whittlesey. Whittlesey was a West Point graduate, a Civil War Colonel, geologist and the first president of
the Western Reserve Historical Society. During his work as a geologist, he was hired to do surveys for mining
companies, and this is when he observed the remains of local Indian forts and mounds. Whittlesey wrote
two books: Early History of Cleveland in 1867, and Ancient Earth Forts of the Cuyahoga Valley in 1871.
Whittlesey found four earth mounds in Cleveland: one close to Public Square; the second at Euclid and East
9th Street; the third at 2762 East 53rd Street near Woodland Avenue; and the fourth located in Woodland
Cemetery.

Moving into Newburgh Township, there was a mound at Wendell Avenue. There was a fort and
mound which was originally thought to be in the Sykora Road/Mound Avenue area in Forest City Park.
However, that location was disproven, as the earthwork was in Lot 313, which became the south end of
Harvard Grove Cemetery, facing Harvard Road, on the banks of Burk Branch Stream. There was another
Indian mound located in the Harvard Avenue, East 71st Street, Broadway Avenue area.

Next came Fort No. 2, which was in Cuyahoga Heights. It was located just northwest of the main
entrance to the Ohio & Erie Canal Reservation at East 49th Street and Whittlesey Way. Whittlesey described
it to be on a high isthmus surrounded by ravines on all but the south side. The location near the park entrance
matches this description perfectly. Whittlesey stated that the enclosure was a single wall and trench on the
land side. The wall did not have an opening, but the outer trench did. There was a second point of access
which was a narrow passageway along the southern portion of the ravine. In 1850, five feet of the wall’s
height remained, as the site was recently cultivated.

This fort is talked about extensively in a section about the ancient forts in a publication called
Recollections — A Collection of Histories & Memories of Garfield Heights, by the Garfield Heights Historical
Society. The article was written by Dan F. Ostrowski. This puts Fort No. 2 right at the entrance to Whittlesey
Way, to the west of East 49th Street. It says the following about our fort in Cuyahoga Heights (Whittlesey
being quoted here by Dan Ostrowski): “The next fort up river in old Newburgh on Whittlesey’s general map
is marked Fort No. 2. A more detailed map of this site taken from Whittlesey’s Ancient Forts book is shown
on page 5 in this chapter. He has also written regarding Fort No. 2 in Newburgh Heights that it is a smaller
size than any of those which stud the river bluffs. It is simply a projecting point, rendered more defensible
by a bank of earth and a moat. The view from it is quite commanding and picturesque. Its position is about
midway between Forts No. 1 and No. 3, about one and a half miles below Lock No. 8, on the right bank of
the river. At the middle, the ditch was never excavated, but there is no opening in the wall at this point.
There is a narrow passage around the south end of the embankment along the edge of the ravine by which
the work may be entered.”
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Lock No. 8 refers to the 8-mile Ohio Erie Canal lock or actual Lock No. 40 located at East 71st Street and
Canal Road under the 1-77 bridge. One and a half miles below the lock means down river toward Lake Erie.

Ostrowski continued: “The Metroparks believes that the bluffs identified by Whittlesey on the maps
no longer exist as seen by Whittlesey. The southern bluff appears to have been radically altered in 1907
during the construction of the Short Line Railroad bridge which spans the Cuyahoga River. Further destruction
of the bluff occurred during construction of Big Creek Interceptor sewer and the Fowles-Harding 345 KV CR1
transmission line. Recent work by Conrail on the railroad bridge has further disturbed the site. The northern
bluff was graded many times throughout the 1950s and 1960s by the Canfor Company, which was mining
sand and gravel from the hillside on the west up to East 49th Street. After mining stopped, a solid waste
landfill was created and massive grading again took place.”

By the late 1970s, Cleveland Electric Illuminating Company acquired the site from Canfor and had
graded it again to create the Harding Substation and an adjacent parking area. Aerial photos and topographic
maps of this area confirm, unfortunately, that little if any of the land forms seen by Whittlesey exist today.
Despite the loss of historic and prehistoric context that has occurred, Cleveland Metroparks interprets these
bluffs as remnants of the Whittlesey Fort No. 2, which explains how Cuyahoga Heights has Whittlesey Way
heading down to the Leonard Krieger Canalway Center.

Sources:

Emerald Necklace, February 2011, Volume 60 #2

Historic Indian Earthworks in the City of Cleveland and Environs
https://sites.google.com/site/deepcovercleveland/home/prehistoric-indian-earthworks-in-the-city-of-cleve-

land-and-environs

Ohio Indian Trails and Cuyahoga Heights

Cleveland artist, Frank N.Wilcox (1887 to 1964), was an instructor at the Cleveland Art Institute and
was best known for his watercolors, particularly of the rural America of his boyhood. His love of the outdoors
led him into explorations of Ohio’s past and much of his work reflects that interest and research.

We have included some pages from Frank N.Wilcox’s book Ohio Indian Trails, published in 1933.
This book documents the many Indian trails that crisscrossed our state. Two of them, The Lake Trail and
The Muskingum Trail, have direct connections to the areas around Cuyahoga Heights. Wilcox also researched
and illustrated The Ohio Canals, which was published after his death in 1969.

Source:

Ohio Indian Trails, Copyright 1933 by author and illustrator Frank N. Wilcox

Printed and bound by Gates Legal Publishing Company Book Manufactures, Cleveland, Ohio
Ohio Indian Trails, Copyright 1970 by The Kent State University Press

Printed and bound by Great Lakes Lithograph, Cleveland, Ohio
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