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Elected officials and guests attending an event in the late 1960s or early 1970s at the
Sheraton Cleveland on Public Square, which is now the Renaissance Cleveland Hotel.
(front left to right): Dorothy Andrews, Joe Andrews, Eleanor Koran, Jack Klima,

Louise Hanousek, John Hanousek, Lillian Bacci, Lou Bacci, Stella Bohdan and John Bohdan
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by Laura Bacci Merhaut

One of our most precious freedoms is the right to vote! Some remark “it was vicious,” but in the
end “we were all neighbors.” Others remember it as “hurtful and very personal,” yet many recall the
serious effort of putting yourself out there; the campaign and the total disappointment; but tried again.

Here are some examples of campaign literature, buttons and a bit of Cuyahoga Heights political
nostalgia. Memories of some residents were of what seemed to be lavish parties of the time held by both
slates, yes, slates, put forth to woo your vote!

Big Bill Gerdon’s Progressive Party; John Hanousek, Jack Klima and the Citizens Slate; and Lou
Bacci’s Civic Party Team were grass roots politics at it’s best. Norbert Chase recalls brainstorming sessions
held in their kitchen with everyone crowded around the table, planning a better local government.

Although there are no photos, I remember hand-painted plywood campaign signs being created in
the basement of our Bacci home at 4574 East 49th Street. They were probably painted by artist Marco Vaccher.
One had a broom on it and called for “a clean sweep” while the other, calling upon the Polish heritage of our
community: “Pull up your ‘gacies’ (long underwear) and vote for Bacci!” Another opposition slogan, according
to Ralph Contipelli, called for “...ease your burden, vote for Gerdon.”

Election eve, these sparring forces paraded around the village in trucks or cars, or whatever was
available, with loud speakers blaring to remind you that their candidates had your best interest at heart.
They also waited, hoping to respond to last-minute literature the opposition put out that might affect voters’
choices.

For years there were paper ballots, hand counted, then we graduated to huge voting machines.
These machines had levers under each name or issue that the voter would pull down to select his or her
choice. When voters finished making selections, a large lever was pushed to the side completing the voting
process.

We are now very technologically advanced and vote on ballots that are scanned electronically into
the system. Residents of Cuyahoga Heights can also vote at home from the comfort of their own living rooms.
Sadly though, there is voter apathy and voting attendance is down, even in small town America, where we

have our most direct say in how we are governed.
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Local Political Parties Campaign Literature

Included in these scrapbook pages are items that demonstrate how cleverly local campaign
propaganda was incorporated into something as benign as a Cuyahoga Heights Home Day program in 1949.
“Big” Bill Gerdon, touting his Progressive Party candidates wasn’t shy about the size of his picture either—
a full page!

The Civic Party Team, later the Citizen’s Party, made sure their literature during campaign season
was bold and covered all the bases including a category they titled: “Nuisances.” This team, who put forth
not only Louis Bacci, but also John Hanousek and Jack Klima for the mayor’s seat, dreamt big. In 1963, they
proposed plans for an awesome year-round recreational facility, including living quarters for its custodian at
Chapek’s Grove. Eventually the plan was modified, but the facilities have served residents well over the
decades.

Jack Klima served as mayor as noted earlier and Lou Bacci was finally elected mayor in 1972. In
these early years, there weren’t many women visible in our local government. But as time moved along, the
ladies of Cuyahoga Heights chose a more active role and ran for elective offices—serving as clerk, treasurer
and on village council. In the late 1950s, Helen Dustheimer seemed way ahead of the curve by seeking public
office “right alongside the boys.”

[ remember the candidates, from both parties/slates standing on the corner of East 71st Street and
Dressler Court every election morning—all day long. They stood there in all kinds of weather, with a fire
burning in a 55-gallon drum to keep them warm and ugh—smelling of smoke. They stopped voters as they
poured in to cast their ballots. Years ago, voting was a top priority to every citizen. They knew their vote
mattered and counted. Several elections have been decided by a coin toss. I also remember if someone was
ill in the hospital, candidates alerted the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so they could take a ballot out
for that person to vote. You never wanted to miss the opportunity to vote.

Mayor Louis Bacci’s wife, Lillian, used to make pizzas and deliver them to the corner for the hungry
candidates. Others delivered coffee. It was a long day, with the polls open 13 hours. And, there was always

someone who had a bottle of some “spirits” to warm the cockles of everyone’s hearts.

Tongue-in-cheek campaign sign when a woman

challenged sitting mayor Louis Bacci.
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Cuyahoga Heights Recent History of Voting in General Elections

01 — Registered Voters

02 — Ballots Cast

03 — Blank Ballots Cast

04 — Percentage of those Voting

01 02 03 04
2018 0470 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 437 246 3 56.29
2017 0470 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 449 278 37 61.92
2016 0470 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 453 323 17 71.30
2015 0470 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 455 281 3 61.76
2014 0484 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 454 169 3 37.22
2013 0484 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 467 295 45 63.17
2012 0508 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 498 341 7 69.88
2011 0507 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 509 343 0 67.39
2010 0515 Cuyahoga Heights—00-A 559 336 0 60.00

Average percentage of Cuyahoga Heights voters exercising their American right to vote: 60.55%

“Someone struggled for your right to vote. Use it.”

Susan B. Anthony
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