











CLIMATE CHANGE
IT'S HERE. IT'S LOCAL

WHAT IS CUYAHOGA COUNTY DOING ABOUT IT?

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?
Increased greenhouse
gases are warming our
planet. This is significantly
changing our climate here
in Northeast Ohio.
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HOW DOES A CHANGING CLIMATE AFFECT OUR REGION?
Climate change is already affecting our environment, economy, and human health

here in Northeast Ohio.

MORE INTENSE

ALGAL BLOOMS

Heat exacerbates algal

blooms which harm >~~~
water quality - effecting
recreation and water

supply.

INCREASED HEAT
Annual average tem-
perature in Cuyahoga
County increased 0.9°F
from the historic 100yr.
Average daily max
temp is projected to
be 3-5°F warmer in the
2050s,

POOR AIR QUALITY
Rising temperatures
harm air quality. In 2018,
there were 13 ozone

exceedance days. P

INCREASED PRECIPITATION
Annual average precipita-
tion in Cuyahoga County

has increased by 11.7% from
the historic 100yr average.
Extreme precipitation events
have increased by 26.2% from
the historic 100yr average.
Increased severe storms cause
sewers to overflow into Lake
Erie more often, harming

water quality. .
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DECREASED ICE COVER
Between 1973-2010, ice
cover on Lake Erie declined
by 50%. Decreasing ice cover
increases lake effect snow.

INCREASED FROST-FREE/
GROWING SEASON

In Cleveland, the date of
the first warm-up to at least
60 degrees is happening
about 4.5 days earlier each
decade. In addition, the first
date accumulating at least 1
inch of rain in Cleveland is
happening 8.2 days earlier
each decade. Summer 2018
was the hottest on record
for summer evenings.

FLOODING
Climate change will increase the
frequency of flooding. During
the next century, spring rainfall
and average precipitation will
increase, and severe rainstorms
will intensify.




ENVIRONMENT

More harmful
algal blooms
in Lake Erie.

Higher risk of
invasive species in
Lake Erie. *
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Higher risk
of invasive
species in our
Forests.

Increasing regional mobility
options reduces pollution and
improves quality of life.
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Preparing for climate change
makes us more resilient to
extreme weather events.
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ECONOMY

During the next century,

spring rainfall and average
precipitation will increase,
and severe rainstorms will

intensify.
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Increased rainfall poses greater
risks to homes, businesses and
infrastructure due to flooding.

WHY ACT NOW ON CLIMATE CHANGE?

Transitioning to a clean energy
economy promotes innovation
and green jobs.
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Conserving resources and
reducing waste saves money
now and in the future.

604

WHAT IS THE RISK FOR OUR REGION IN THE FUTURE?

HEALTH

Increase in vector
and food-borne m
illness.

Health impacts
from extreme e
weather, 4

Increased risk
for people with
asthmadueto [
air quality.

Building green makes our
homes, businesses, and
workplaces healthier and
reduces utility costs.
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Addressing climate change
has benefits for our health
outcomes, environment, and
economy.
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WHAT IS CUYAHOGA COUNTY DOING TO ACT NOW?

CUYAHOGA COUNTY IS COMMITTED TO ACTING ON CLIMATE CHANGE.
SOME PROJECTS WE'VE LED TO REDUCE CARBON POLLUTION INCLUDE:

TRANSPORTATION

In 2016, we helped to launch
UH Bikeshare to date

ENERGY

Since 2016, we've helped
approximately 70 households in

LAND USE

In 2014, our county
planning commission

73,840 LBS. OF CARBON the county go solar through our completed the URBAN TREE
HAVE BEEN REDUCED, solar co-op program. CANOPY ASSESSMENT,
8,824,117LBS, OF CARBON which helps communities
15 SAVED FROM GOING INTO THE understand the benefits
JET ATMOSPHERE. of tree canopy and
i importance of having a tree
canopy goal.

In 2018, we committed to
procuring five electric vehicles
for our fleet in 2019,

In 2018, we completed a 4AMW
solar array for use in county
buildings (largest in the state)
35,520 SOLAR PANELS
OUTPUT WILL COVER 8% OF
COUNTY BUILDING USAGE,

We are putting
together a‘clean l | -
energy” policy I
for our fleet,

WHAT WE'RE WORKING TOWARD:

We are creating an ambitious climate action plan for our County that will focus on
both ducing carbon pollution and preparing for the impacts of climate change.
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STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY RESILIENCY

Our plan will have focus five areas:

Energy {é} Transportation (é Land Use 6 Water Q Health m
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